nate liberally to the cause of the poor and the down trodden.
Deprived of his status, the same person will have no opport-
unity to display his generosity. But in power or out of it, he
has to maintain his balance, adhere to the laws of righteous-
ness and stick to ahimsa, truth and justice. Being alone,
one gets a chance to cleanse the impurities in his mind by
resorting to meditation, recitation of hymns and offering
worship.

In the Mahabharata, defeated in a game of dice, and
asked to go on exile to the forest, Yudhishtira showed no
malice or rancour, but took it cheerfully as a command of
his uncle, the blind King, and as destiny's stroke. As a King,
he had won laurels for his efficiency and philanthropy, but
stripped of his position, his only regret was his inability to
support the sages accompanying him. Yudhishtira advised
his brothers who were bitter about the trend of events, not
to blame Duryodhana or his associates, but to put up with the
suffering. Sri Krishna too, who visited them after a considera-
ble time, was indignant at the treatment meted out to them
and wanted to punish the culprits but Yudhishtira pacified
Him.

81. Magnanimity of the Learned

Men of learning deserve to be treated with utmost res-
pect. They cannot be trifled with, and anyone causing offence
to them, cannot but come to grief. Persons enjoying newly-
acquired power and position, should be particularly careful
as they are prone to become haughty and arrogant. King
Drupada presents a classic example. He paid dearly for his
grievous mistake of ill-treating his former friend and fellow
student the great Drona when the latter went to meet him.

When Drupada was brought captive by his illustrious
student, Arjuna, the great master treated the King magna-
nimously and said he wanted to continue his friendship
with him. That is the way, the really learned behave. Again,
such exalted persons perform the duties that have fallen to
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